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MUSC4103
Advanced Studies in Music History and Culture 1

Term One  //  2019
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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Ellen Winhall e.winhall@unsw.edu.au appointment only TBA

School Contact Information

Room 312, level 3 Robert Webster Building

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au

The School of the Arts and Media would like to Respectfully Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians,
the Bedegal (Kensington campus), Gadigal (City and Art & Design Campuses) and the Ngunnawal
people (Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra) of the lands where each campus of UNSW is
located.
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: Music

This course examines Western Classical music performance in its cultural and historical contexts.
Studying the aesthetic outlook, role and function of composers, performers and audiences from the
Baroque period up to the 20th Century provides a forum for you to explore how performance styles
change in tandem with shifting social norms, compositional prerogatives, and technological
developments in instrument construction and more generally. 

Being a Level 4 core course, it deepens knowledge gained and refines skills developed at Levels 1-3
musicology and performance lab courses. In particular, it builds on Music: A Panorama by revisiting
some of the concepts, repertoire, and historical periods studied. It also complements Performance Lab
courses by focusing on historical performing practices and styles of interpretation.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Show an enhanced ability to analyze and evaluate cultural constructs as applicable to the
practice of music

2. Demonstrate well developed communications skills that rely on advanced disciplinary knowledge
and familiarity with critical theory and its uses in order to build coherent and convincing
arguments

3. Convey a broader knowledge of repertoire and deeper understanding of its relationship to social,
historical and cultural trends.

Teaching Strategies 

The course enables students to further develop skills and knowledge expected of musicians performing,
composing or writing about music.The focus is on deep reflection on a variety of social, cultural and
historical developments pertaining to music and thus to foster the habit of critical inquiry and
engagement. Discussion of compositions (genres and forms), intellectual and social trends helps to
place music performance within the broader history of ideas and creative practices and highlights links
between various eras and periods. The assignments expand on topics discussed in class (e.g. short
paper, group work presentation) and provide opportunities to obtain deeper disciplinary knowledge (quiz)
and critical engagement with primary sources and other texts (group work presentation); a better
understanding of the relationship between broader cultural trends and musical practice (e.g. group work
presentation, major project); and to refine research and academic reading/writing skills by exploring a
chosen area in more detail (major project). 

The course is taught through lectures and tutorials, with relevant assessment. The lectures (2 hours
each week), will provide information, discuss selected readings, stimulate questions, and give musical
examples through the use of audio-visual resources. While discussing a wide range of repertoire in its
cultural-historical context, the lectures will introduce students to key authors on performance,
instrumental techniques, and musical aesthetics as well as relevant disciplinary debates. The tutorials
will enable students to deepen their understanding of these issues through debates and discussions
(including group work), examination of audio-visual examples and critical engagement with set readings.
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Individual and self-directed learning is developed by encouraging students to select their own examples
for study in the short writing task and also by requiring them to devise their own major project in
consultation with the lecturer.
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Assessment

Except for the in class quiz all assignments are to be submitted to Turnitin on the course Moodle site.
Once you have submitted you will receive a receipt to confirm that you have successfully
submitted. Keep this receipt as proof of the date and time that you lodged your assignment.  If you
do not receive such notification, you must ask your Convener, by email, to check whether your upload
was successful.

You must submit written work in 12-point font, 1.5 or double spaced and paginated. All written
submissions must include references properly formatted according to Harvard referencing
(https://student.unsw.edu.au/harvard-referencing). 

Do keep an electronic and hard copy yourself.

 

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Group work presentation 30% weeks 7-9, during the
tutorial; the written version

must be uploaded by 9pm on
the day of your presentation

1,2

Short paper 30% 22/03/2019 09:00 PM 1,3

Major project 40% 01/05/2019 09:00 PM 1,2,3

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Group work presentation

Start date: 

Details: Group work / presentation, 20 minutes, verbal feedback, turnitin feedback

Additional details:

Length: 15 mins presentation, 5 mins for discussion/questions.

Group Presentations will take place in tutorial time, weeks 7 – 9. Students will be organised into groups
of 4 during an early tutorial. As a group, choose one style or genre (for example: the string 4et; medieval
music; C18th vocal music; Sondheim’s Music Theatre) and, with reference to scholarly articles and
books, reviews and criticism as appropriate, treatises (if relevant), scores and recording excerpts as
appropriate, explain what is at stake for performers in relation to that specific genre or style. (I.e.
consider the relationship between composers, performers, and audiences in relation to your chosen
style.)

A written version of your contribution to the presentation (your script, and associated slides, etc.) must
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be submitted to Moodle by 9pm on the day of your presentation. Keeping to time is important, and failure
to keep to time will affect your mark. Each student within the group will focus on a different aspect of the
chosen topic, and will be marked individually. The purpose of working as a group is so that you can
share resources, bounce ideas off each other, share drafts between yourselves, and generally help each
other to develop your presentations within a peer-supportive environment. Recorded musical examples
should be carefully excerpted, or excerpt examples can be performed live.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 2: Short paper

Start date: 

Details: Short paper 1000 words, feedback provided by turnitin.

Additional details:

Choose a treatise that we have studied, or that you have found. What does this treatise offer a
performer?

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 3: Major project

Start date: 

Details: 2500 words, feedback provided by turnitin.

Additional details:

Length: 2500 words

You have a choice, either a) or b):

a) Explore in depth one of the questions that we discussed at the beginning of the course (listed on
Moodle) in relation to an aspect of one of the topics that we considered in the course (recordings,
performer-celebrity, graphic scores, treatises, C18th ornamentation, instruments and technology, English
Choral Tradition, ‘Performance Practice,’ ‘Authenticity’, OR in relation to relevant music of your choice
(by negotiation only)).

b) Write an essay exploring in depth an idea related to the course, of your own choosing (by negotiation
only).

In marking your essay, I will be looking at: appropriateness of sources used for your chosen essay topic;
demonstrated use of relevant scholarly resources (scholarly books, articles, scores, recordings if
applicable); demonstrated ability to select relevant information; correct and consistent use of house style,
including spelling, punctuation and grammar; expression of chosen ideas; clarity of argument; accuracy
of correctly referencing and quoting your sources. I want you to make a clear and coherent argument,
thoroughly researched, and set out over the course of 2500 words.
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Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Recommended Resources

Course Evaluation and Development

Student feedback is keenly requested to allow further fine-tuning and improvements in future years.
Formal myExperience evaluations will be used at the end of semester but students are encouraged to
provide feedback throughout the semester on course content and assignments as well as the pacing of
the course, either face to face or to e.winhall@unsw.edu.au. All feedback will be discussed among music
staff and the lecturer and tutor(s) will work closely to monitor student progress and learning needs.
Course content, mode of delivery and assignment schedule may all be adjusted in future years if it can
be established that such changes would foster deeper learning and better outcome for students.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also
includes providing your work to another student before the due date, or for the purpose of them
plagiarising at any time, paying another person to perform an academic task, stealing or acquiring
another person’s academic work and copying it, offering to complete another person’s work or seeking
payment for completing academic work.

Inappropriate citation: Citing sources which have not been read, without acknowledging the "secondary"
source from which knowledge of them has been obtained.

Duplication ("self-plagiarism"): submitting your own work, in whole or in part, where it has previously
been prepared or submitted for another assessment or course at UNSW or another university.

Correct referencing practices:

Paraphrasing, summarising, essay writing and time management
Appropriate use of and attribution for a range of materials including text, images, formulae and
concepts.

Individual assistance is available on request from The Learning Centre (http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/).
Students are also reminded that careful time management is an important part of study and one of the
identified causes of plagiarism is poor time management. Students should allow sufficient time for
research, drafting and proper referencing of sources in preparing all assessment items.

UNSW Library also has the ELISE tool available to assist you with your study at UNSW. ELISE is
designed to introduce new students to studying at UNSW but it can also be a great refresher during your
study.

Completing the ELISE tutorial and quiz will enable you to:

analyse topics, plan responses and organise research for academic writing and other
assessment tasks
effectively and efficiently find appropriate information sources and evaluate relevance to your
needs
use and manage information effectively to accomplish a specific purpose
better manage your time
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understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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Academic Information 

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
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